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Dear Blueprint4 Partners and Friends,

2025 brought new challenges for our St. Louis community. Our neighbors faced stress,
financial hardships, and a tornado that tore through our region on May 16th. This summer,
residents—especially those in North St. Louis City—faced an uphill climb to stability for
their families. But in the St. Louis region, there is always hope, even in our most
challenging moments. The summer of 2025 brought countless instances of community
members coming together and organizations pivoting to meet the need. We witnessed bold
strategies, partnerships, and investments to help our community rebuild. 

Yet, some of the most powerful moments of hope this year were also the simplest: a kid’s
face lit up when she programmed a robot for the first time, a boy celebrated when he
learned to read his favorite book, and a teen camp counselor discovered her passion for
teaching, unlocking her future career. Blueprint4 exists to create more of these hopeful,
magic moments for St. Louis-area youth. Our vision is that one day every young person
will have access to summer, after-school, and college prep programs— no matter their zip
code or financial status. 

Our work is to transform the gaps in our community into opportunities for kids to learn,
discover their passions, and build toward a great future. In this report, you’ll learn how
Blueprint4 took action in 2025 to increase access to out-of-school programming. Our
activities this year included listing a record total of 10,033 summer opportunities on our
database, attending 67 community events to engage with families, garnering 78,608
searches on our database, and serving 2,016 youth with summer camp scholarship dollars.
We don’t do this work alone. In fact, our impact is only possible because of our partner
organizations and schools, generous investors, dedicated families, and the wonderful
network of St. Louis-area youth program providers. 

Heading into 2026, we are left to reflect on the resiliency, collaboration, and generosity of
this community. The need for equitable access to programs continues to grow, but so too
does our collective power to help youth thrive. In the year ahead, Blueprint4 is focused on
helping even more kids attend camps that make a difference— both in their future and the
future of St. Louis. Thank you for your support of this life-changing work.

With gratitude and hope,
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The Clark-Fox Family Foundation’s Blueprint4 Program
Maxine Clark, Bob Fox, Tina Klocke, Allie Cicotte, Kerrie Murray, Abbey Barrow, and Nicole Chen
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The Power of Summer and After-School Programs

improved
academics

After-school and
summer programs are
linked to:

Higher grades
More confidence 
Better school
attendance
Higher high school
and college
graduation rates

(Afterschool Alliance, 2024;
American Institutes for Research)

healthier habits 
In addition to
providing nutritious
food and physical
activity, after-school
and summer programs
help youth learn
lifelong healthy habits,
decrease the likelihood
of obesity, and lower
odds of substance
abuse in adulthood.

(Afterschool Alliance, 2025; Sparr
et al., 2020; Hsieh et al., 2023)

better social &
emotional skills

Kids gain the tools to
thrive as people and
leaders. Most U.S.
parents agree that
after-school programs
help their child interact
with peers, reduce
screentime, and learn
life skills.

(Afterschool Alliance, 2021)

safety & care
Kids need someplace
safe to be when parents
and guardians aren’t
around. Most U.S.
parents agree that
after-school programs
keep kids safe and out
of trouble, reduce risky
behaviors, and give
working parents peace
of mind. 

(Afterschool Alliance)

St. Louis Arc

A typical American child spends 14% of their time in
school (NAESP). So what about the other 86%? The hours
after school, during school breaks, and over the summer
months make up a powerful piece of young people’s lives.
While it can be a time of great promise, for youth without a
safe place to go, it’s just time left unsupervised, on screens,
or at risk for unsafe behaviors. 

Through structured out-of-school time programs like
camps, we can transform this wasted time into life-
changing opportunities for kids and teens. These hours
can be put to use for connecting with peers, discovering
future career paths, and learning from mentors. To be a
truly thriving St. Louis region, we must make sure every
child has access to these supports outside of school!

-2025 Blueprint4 Scholarship Recipient Parent

My son struggled with behaviors, especially
at school. It was life-changing when he
attended the Spark Camp at the Salvation
Army Ferguson Community Center. They
didn't just have fun; there was also a lot of
character building. My son has completely
transformed since attending; even his
teachers recognized it.

St. Louis Youth
need opportunities
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https://afterschoolalliance.org/documents/The-Latest-Research-on-the-Impact-of-Afterschool-and-Summer-Programs-2024.pdf
https://afterschoolalliance.org/documents/The-Latest-Research-on-the-Impact-of-Afterschool-and-Summer-Programs-2024.pdf
https://www.air.org/project/recognizing-role-research-and-evidence-out-school-time
https://www.afterschoolalliance.org/AA3PM/data/geo/National/healthy-futures?question=93&year=2020
https://afterschoolalliance.org/documents/issue_physical-activity-healthy-eating-81.pdf
https://afterschoolalliance.org/documents/issue_physical-activity-healthy-eating-81.pdf
https://aspe.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/private/pdf/265236/4_MCASP_LiteratureReview.pdf
https://aspe.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/private/pdf/265236/4_MCASP_LiteratureReview.pdf
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/36250338/
https://www.afterschoolalliance.org/AA3PM/data/geo/National/healthy-futures?question=93&year=2020
https://wallacefoundation.org/report/america-after-3-pm-demand-grows-opportunity-shrinks-demand-grows-opportunity-shrinks
https://wallacefoundation.org/report/america-after-3-pm-demand-grows-opportunity-shrinks-demand-grows-opportunity-shrinks
https://afterschoolalliance.org/AA3PM/data/geo/National/benefits?question=8&year=2020
https://afterschoolalliance.org/AA3PM/data/geo/National/benefits?question=8&year=2020
https://www.naesp.org/sites/default/files/resources/2/Principal/2004/S-Op6.pdf


Scholarship 
funds for 
St. Louis 
youth to 
attend camp

Searchable
Blueprint4
database of
programming

Partnerships
with schools,
nonprofits, &
camps

Summer camp
fairs to bring
programs and
families together

Free
professional
development
for program
providers

Sharing data
and resources
with families &
program
providers

Blueprint4 is an initiative of The Clark-Fox Family Foundation
that exists to make summer, after-school, and college prep
programs accessible for ALL youth in the St. Louis area. 

Blueprint4 serves as a critical connector in the St. Louis
community, helping families find the perfect out-of-school
programming for their kids. Our free database of local youth
programs (blueprint4.com) saves families from hours of camp
research by giving them a one-stop shop of summer, after-school,
and school break programs on one website. Families can filter
down options based on what’s near their house, the ages of their
kids, cost, subject matter, and more! 

But our work doesn’t end with the database. Our team spends time
in the community, especially in the City of St. Louis and North
County, to connect with families and assist them in finding the
right program for their children. Blueprint4 doesn’t directly serve
kids, so we’re able to get a broad understanding of the landscape of
out-of-school programming and function as a catalyst for systems
change to better support youth and their futures.St. Louis Aquarium Foundation

Key pieces of our work include:

connecting kids
to the perfect program
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Organizations Offering 10,033 Summer opportunities in
greater STL433433 including full-day/half-day/overnight camps, free enrichment, & apprenticeships

Programs by Subject Programs by age

Ages 0-4

Ages 11-1335%

Ages 14-1821%

5%

39% Ages 5-10

summer 2025
state of youth programming

EngineerChef Teacher 
& Coach

Civic
Leader

St. Louis Kids &
Teens Explore
Future Careers
Through Camp



The Blueprint4 database is not only a tool to help families find summer camps— it’s a peek into the
landscape of youth programming in the St. Louis region. By digging into the data of camps on our site
and how folks use the tool, we can identify what opportunities exist for St. Louis kids and where to
invest more resources to create opportunity for all.

1 million1 million
Total Searches on
the Blueprint4 Site
from 2014 to 2025

78,608 searches from January-July, 2025

Factors behind camp
enrollment

summer 2025
what families are searching for

-2025 Blueprint4 Scholarship
Recipient Parent

We have seen [our daughter]
become a more confident,
strong, self-assured young
woman through her
participation in dance. As a
family, we have come closer
together as we gather to
support and cheer her on in
performances, and we've
learned a lot about both
dance and music throughout
her journey. We super
appreciate the support
we're getting from your
program! We hope that at
some point in the future we'll
be able to provide
opportunities to other
families in tight financial
situations like ourselves.
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Blueprint4 conducted a survey in June 2025 to
learn about families’ camp plans. The results
showed that the majority of youth were
engaged in meaningful programs, but too many
families are still left out of summer
opportunities. Our work to increase
information access and break down barriers for
families continues to be vital and urgent.

Most popular filter on Blueprint4, as
families look for programming close
to home or work

Distance

TOP Camp Criteria For families

Age

Camp
Subject

Time 
of Day

Cost

Why?

Fun,
learning, &
activity for
kids
Socialization 
Kids get to
explore
interests
Parents have
to work 

Why Not?

Cost 
Kids staying
with family
Parents
unaware of
options 
Scheduling
issues
Didn’t plan
early
enough

no
38%

yes
62%

Based on 68 responses, predominantly from
families in the City & North County

Are Your Kids Participating in Summer
Camps or Programs this Year?



It’s critical for Blueprint4 to maintain our database of camps
and analyze data on youth programs in the region, but the
heart of what we do is to serve the St. Louis community.
That’s why much of our work is spent out among families and
organizations, partnering with parents, schools, and 
other nonprofits.

This year alone, we worked to meet St. Louis families where
they were, attending over 65 events in neighborhoods across
the region. We also expanded our reach and partnered with
social services organizations like the St. Louis Area Foodbank
and Eye Thrive to connect with families in need of affordable
programs. By listening to families, sharing information, and
bringing organizations together, Blueprint4 helps to
strengthen the network of support behind St. Louis kids and
teens. It is our great joy to get to engage in partnerships, learn
about the needs of families, and distribute our free activity
books (right) to smiling faces across the region.

Eye Thrive

Support for camp orgs

Blueprint4 supports youth
program providers with
opportunities including:

The 9th Annual Camp
Summit, which brought
together program staff for
collaboration & free
professional development

A partnership with Turn
the Page STL on a literacy
cohort of summer camps
who received tutoring and
materials to help kids
improve their reading.

local publications

Each winter, Blueprint4
partners with St. Louis
publications for “camp guide”
features that highlight a
selection of summer programs
in the area. 2025's publication
partners included:

St. Louis Post-Dispatch
The St. Louis American
St. Louis Magazine 

We’re so grateful to these
partners and all who help us
connect with families in need
of out-of-school programming.

Camp Fairs

Blueprint4 co-hosts camp fair
events to make in-person
connections between families
and summer programs. 2025's
event partners included:

Maplewood Richmond
Heights & Brentwood
School Districts to serve
families in Mid-St. Louis
County

Challenger Learning
Center to host a mini fair
with a STEM focus for
families in North County 

-2025 Blueprint4 Scholarship Recipient Parent

My child is on the spectrum and I have a hard time getting him interested and
doing social activities. However, he is very very very into space and begged to
attend space camp. He loved every second of it!

community connections
2025 events & outreach
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Increasing the earning potential
of future adults 

Improving academic
performance

Reducing crime and juvenile
delinquency

$1 to out-of-school
programs 
saves $3 

(Afterschool Alliance, 2025)

Every $1
invested in
after-school
programs saves
at least $3 by:

$1 .1 million$1 .1 million
Total Scholarship Funding Distributed by

Blueprint4 from 2016 to 2025 

St. Louis youth attended summer camps
on partial or full scholarships

2,0162,016

Scholarship dollars provided by generous
donors in 2025

$151,000$151,000

Summer programs able to serve more
youth, primarily in the City & North County

5151

A parent bought a week of camp, but later realized their family would be on
vacation. Instead of getting a refund, they asked if there was a way to donate the
week to a kid in need. After hearing more about the impact of our awarded
Blueprint4 scholarships, this parent decided to donate three total weeks of camps
to kids who wouldn’t otherwise be able to afford it... This was an amazing
community moment and was all thanks to Blueprint4 and Upper Limits working
together to get more kids active and having fun over the summer!

Consistently, cost is the biggest factor preventing youth from participating in summer programs.
Through the generosity of our donors and partners, we can overcome financial barriers to enable kids
to have life-changing experiences that otherwise would have been out of reach. The power of these 2025
Blueprint4 scholarship numbers in sum is grand. But the real impact comes from the knowledge that
each of these numbers represents a life changed, a future career sparked, or a door opened up to a
healthier, happier life for the kids in our community.

the ripple effect of generosity

scholarships = investments in the future of st. Louis

creating opportunity
through scholarships
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https://afterschoolalliance.org/documents/National-Afterschool-Fact-Sheet-2025.pdf


Ages 0-4
1%

Ages 5-10
49%

Ages 11-13
38%

Ages 14-18
12%

Ages of Youth Served
of recipients
attended a STEM
program for the
1st time

55%55%

Based on a survey of 134
scholarship recipient families

of recipients
attended a
summer program
for the 1st time

34%34%
First Time at camp

Black or African
American - 64.1%

White or Caucasian - 19.4%

Unknown/ Other - 10.3%

Multiracial or Biracial - 3.4%

Hispanic or Latino - 1.7%

Asian or 
Pacific Islander - 0.9%

Native American 
or Alaskan Native - 0.2%

race/ethnicity of
youth served Female - 54.7% Male - 44.6% Other - 0.70%

who benefits from
blueprint4 2025 scholarships?
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Gender Identity of Youth Served

Blueprint4's scholarship fund serves a unique role in the
community because we analyze the entire landscape of out-of-
school programming and then make targeted investments to meet
the need. By taking this strategic approach, we ensure our donors’
dollars make the greatest possible impact—not only for individual
youth and families—but for the entire St. Louis region. These
dollars are powerful tools to help level the playing field for
marginalized youth and provide camps with an opportunity to
serve more kids who otherwise wouldn’t have had access to their
summer programming.

Scholarship recipients come from all over Greater St. Louis, but
we intentionally awarded the majority of funds to youth in the
City and North County where the need is greatest.

Household location of youth served

North County

City 
of STL

Number of
scholarships
per zip code

148

0



-2025 Blueprint4 Scholarship
Recipient Parent

Science, robotics, and coding
camps are pretty expensive,
so most people in our
demographic are normally
priced out and at the same
time, those same lessons are
not in our public schools.
What my child [learned] in
that week has stuck with her.
She teaches it to other kids
around her.

 The Wilson School
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We are grateful to the past & current contributors since 2015 who have made Blueprint4 possible: 
donors

Joyce Aboussie
Charles & Shirley Brown
Build-A-Bear Workshop Foundation
Diane Bordeaux
Robert Burkhardt
Steve & Elaine Burkhardt
Centene Charitable Foundation
The Clark-Fox Family Foundation
William H. Danforth
The Deaconess Foundation
Emerson Charitable Trust & Emerson
      Employee Contributions
Ethical Society of St. Louis
Ever-Appropriate Etiquette Institute
Express Scripts (a Cigna company)
The Foundation for Barnes-Jewish Hospital
Givable
Jennifer and Tom Hillman
Incarnate Word Foundation
Jefferson City Area Chamber of Commerce
Joyce Wood Charitable Fund
Ward & Carol Klein
Kirkland & Ellis Foundation
Laura Lucas

The McDonnell Family 
The McDowell Family Foundation
NRT Missouri LLC 
Jacob Oeth 
The Regional Business Council 
The Rubin Family Foundation
The Saigh Foundation 
Saint Louis Mental Health Board 
Julian and Helen Seeherman 
Dr. Jeanne & Rex Sinquefield 
Brad & Michele Sowers
St. Louis Children’s Hospital 
St. Louis Community Foundation 
St. Louis Regional Chamber 
St. Louis Social Venture Partners 
The Staenberg Group 
United Way of Greater St. Louis 
Wells Fargo 
William T. Kemper Foundation- Commerce   
      Bank Trustee 
Brian D. Wolfe & Emilee Koplar Wolfe 
World Wide Technology Foundation
Jess Yawitz 
YPO YNG City Group 

partners

Blayzer
Brew Bites
Connectria Hosting
DDI Media
HPR Complete Print Management
iHeartRadio
Metro Transit

thank you to
our investors & partners

We partner with hundreds of organizations throughout the region, but would like to give
special recognition to the following have contributors who have provided operational or
in-kind support for Blueprint4 in our 11 years: 

Nexstar Media Inc.
Nine Network of Public Media
O’Malley Hansen Communications
Peachjar
Power Creative
Radio One
The St. Louis American
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St. Louis Community Foundation
St. Louis County
St. Louis County Library
St. Louis Magazine
St. Louis Post-Dispatch
Technology Partners
The Printing Source



Most-viewed programs in Greater St. Louis on the Blueprint4 site from Jan. 1 to Jul. 31, 2025.

St. Charles High School
St. Louis Public Library
COCA
Saint Louis University
St. Charles Community College Summer Camp
Saint Louis Zoo
Cor Jesu Academy Enrichment and Sports Camps
Parks & Rec - Kirkwood
Parks & Rec - St. Louis County
Francis Howell School District
Parks & Rec - Webster Groves
Gifted Resource Council
Parks & Rec - Clayton
Lindbergh Community Education and Recreation
St. Joseph's Academy
Lindenwood University Summer Camps
Better Family Life
Chaminade College Preparatory School
Nerinx Hall
Community School

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.

CDF Freedom Schools - Deaconess Foundation
YMCA Emerson
Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater St. Louis
Maryville University Pre-College Programs
DaySpring Arts & Education
YMCA Mid-County
Bricks 4 Kidz - St Louis
Webster University
Elite Scholars STEAM Academy
YMCA Kirkwood
YMCA South City
Girl Scouts of Eastern Missouri
Parks & Rec - O'Fallon MO
Craft Alliance
Parks & Rec - St. Peters
De Smet Jesuit High School Spartan Summer
Villa Duchesne and Oak Hill School
Parks & Rec - Shrewsbury
Maryville Summer Science and Robotics Program
Unleashing Potential

Saint Louis University

Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater St. Louis
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top 40
camps & programs



  ENGAGE With Our events

Attend Blueprint4 camp fairs and events to connect
with local youth program providers and resources

Request free activity books and flyers from us to
share with your community

St. Louis Shakespeare Festival

  Provide the GIft of Camp
Visit blueprint4.com/donate/ and contribute to our
scholarship fund, enabling St. Louis youth with
finanical need to attend summer camp

Advocate on a national and state level for more
funding for child care and out-of-school programs Laumeier Sculpture Park

  Stay Informed
Follow @blueprint4stl on social media
(Instagram, Facebook, X) and subscribe to our
newsletter (blueprint4.com/#newsletter) to stay
up-to-date with programs, events, and resources

Give us feedback on how we’re doing and what
your community needs Vetta Sports

  SHARE Blueprint4.com
Use blueprint4.com to search for programs for
the youth in your life

Share our search site with your family, friends,
school, clubs, work, church, and community to
help more kids access out-of-school programming

Circus Harmony

get involved
help kids thrive in 2026

| 2025 Annual Report14

Through Blueprint4's community engagement, information access, and strategic scholarship
investments, we’ve seen how we can change the future for St. Louis youth with out-of-school
programming. But our work is not done until every child can access these opportunities in our region—
regardless of their zip code or financial status. We’re proud of what we were able to accomplish together
in 2025, but we’re even more determined to raise the bar in 2026 for the youth who need us most. We
hope you’ll join us in this effort to help our kids, families, and communities thrive!

http://blueprint4.com/donate/
https://www.instagram.com/blueprint4stl/
https://www.facebook.com/Blueprint4STL
https://twitter.com/Blueprint4STL
https://blueprint4.com/#newsletter
http://blueprint4.com/


St. Louis Tennis Collective
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5501 Delmar Blvd Suite A320, St. Louis, MO 63112

www.blueprint4.com

info@blueprint4summer.com

314-899-5248

contact us
Blueprint4 is an initiative of The Clark-Fox Family Foundation.

http://blueprint4.com/
mailto:info@blueprint4summer.com

